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It is essential that the children come to understand that subtraction is the inverse of addition but is not commutative.  

  
Bar models and part whole models show the relationship between addition and subtraction.  
Children should use the inverse of number bonds to find subtraction facts- tens frames and Rekenreks can support this practically.  
  
Subtracting a one digit number from a 2 digit number: partitioning  
Children use their knowledge of bonds within 10 to partition and then subtract to 10. Tens frames will help children work practically then moving to the more abstract representation below:  

 

 Subtracting 2 two- digit numbers:     
  

 Subtracting ones then 10s (not crossing 10)  
Subtracting ones then 10s-  

Then moving onto using an empty number line:  
(crossing 10) and exchanging  
  

   

36-19=  

  

  

17 - 17      12=5 - 5+12=17     12+5=17    5=12        
  

Recall and use subtraction facts to  20  and derive and use related facts to  100   



  

 

 



  

 

 
 



  

 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 



  

 

 
 


